
Principal’s Corner – November 2018 
 
Dear Parents and Friends of SHHS: 
 
It's hard to imagine that the first marking period is almost over!  Ms. Tina Lesniak, our English department chair, is enjoying her 
maternity leave and Ms. Adrienne Gagnon will be her sub until March. Ms. Kelsey Garvey has recently started as a part-time 
Health Assistant for the district. Welcome Ms. Gagnon and Ms. Garvey! 
 
We've had a very productive, action filled Fall at SHHS.  Chris Herren led an intense assembly on the perils of drug addiction. 
Students kept us busy with academic achievements, sports successes, shows, and a genuine concern for humanity.  I really love 
being here with such a passionate, competent staff and such bright, kind, and caring young adults.  I'd like to extend an invitation to 
all of our families to attend any student events or school functions.  While offering support for our students, you will see firsthand 
our tremendous Tiger Pride.  
 
Each year seniors hold their traditional Halloween parade.  Seniors gather for a group photo in the gym and parade twice around 
the halls.  The costumes are always inventive and fun.  This is just one of the many senior privileges students look forward to.  The 
underclassmen and staff always appreciate their enthusiasm and creativity.  
 
Kevin Johnson and Brooke Zatowski have been named as Commended Students in the 2019 National Merit Scholarship 
Program.  34,000 students have been identified as Commended Students because they placed among the top scorers of more than 
1.6 million students in the 2017 PSAT’s.  We are so proud of you! 
 
We hope that parents, guardians and students are pleased with the PowerSchool portal, which allows the viewer to see attendance 
and grades.  Report cards will be issued November 7th, and will include ratings for our learning expectations.  These ratings are in 
comparison to students in similarly leveled courses in the  
same grade, sharing common expectations.  
 
As you may have heard from your students, we have been cracking down on the cellphone policy in order to avoid classroom 
distractions, texting, and teen drama during class time.  Students are only allowed to use their phones before and after school, in 
between class periods and at lunch. It is student cell phone use during class time and in the halls during class periods that are 
prohibited.  We have noticed a drastic improvement in student behavior, as well as increased verbal communication! 
 
As a district we are busy working on our budget for FY20.  Dr. Young is in the process of reviewing proposed budgets from 
principals and central office administration in preparation for the district budget to be presented to the school committee for 
review.  As a district we have enjoyed support from the Town of South Hadley but recognize that economic conditions in the 
country and in Massachusetts continue to be a struggle.  
 
October is National Bullying Awareness Month.  We take great pride that civility, kindness and respect are at the crux of our 
school climate.  Student advisories, which are held monthly, build community, strengthen relationships with teachers, and promote 
various aspects of character building, such as integrity, grit, resiliency and respect.  Our faculty professional development is 
focused on behavior response intervention, being proactive in positive behaviors as opposed to reactive towards problem 
behaviors.  We have zero tolerance for bullying.  If your student complains to you about feeling bullied or unaccepted, please don’t 
hesitate to contact me. It is critical that every student feel connected, accepted and respected! 
 
November Students of the Month: 
Grade 9: Yvonne Holden 
Grade 10: Anthony Cigal 
Grade 11: Kennylee Aponte 
Grade 12: Meaghan Sorbi 
 

November Faculty of the Month: 
Mr. Peter Billman-Golemme 
  
The staff and I wish each of you and your families a wonderful Thanksgiving, good food, and most importantly, time with loved 
ones.  Some of our fondest memories come from these family events.  Enjoy! 
 
Respectfully, 
Dr. Diana Bonneville 
Principal 
 
 
 



 
 


